Speech at the CSW side event “Ending Marital Captivity: Legal Revolution from the Netherlands” - March 11th, 2026 – 13:15 – 14:30 hrs – PV New York
[bookmark: _Int_sB0uzbBk]Excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues and friends,
It is my pleasure to welcome you here today on behalf of The Hague - the international city of peace and justice. We are honoured to co-host this official side event at Commission on the Status of Women, a unique opportunity to underline The Hague's unwavering commitment to equality and the rule of law.
Therefore, it is no coincidence that we gather here today. The Hague has long been known for its international institutions, such as the International Court of Justice, housed in the iconic Peace Palace.
Both historically and symbolically, The Hague has always been an open city.  A city that never built defensive walls and instead grew as a place for dialogue and international collaboration. 
The Hague is more than the home of courts and tribunals. It is also the city of human rights: 
The city of Bertha von Suttner, the first female Nobel Peace Prize laureate
A safe haven where human rights defenders can find refuge through our Shelter City program.
And the home of organisations such as Femmes for Freedom that fight tirelessly and courageously for the rights of women and girls. 
As the International City of Peace and Justice, we in The Hague are committed to a world in which equal and meaningful participation of women and girls in decision-making about peace and security is the norm. 
Because women play a crucial role in preventing and resolving conflicts. There is no pathway to peace without equal rights and development opportunities for women and men.   
It is our responsibility to advance equality and women’s rights. I say this not only proudly representing the city of The Hague, but also as a father, a husband, and a son. Men’s participation in this debate is essential:  as allies and advocates men can help accelerate change. Gender equality is not a women’s agenda - it is a shared human agenda. One that demands the commitment and participation of all genders to build the peaceful, inclusive world we aspire to.
[bookmark: _Int_mwEYmFGW]In line with the theme ‘Access to Justice’ of this year's Commission on the Status of Women conference, we will share with you innovative ideas on how we can develop and promote a model law on marital captivity. Let us make sure that legal inclusion is not just an ideal discussed in this room but becomes a lived reality for every woman and every girl around the globe.
That is why we bring successful national practice to the Commission on the Status of Women.  The Netherlands is, to this day, the first and only country in the world that has criminalised marital captivity. This is groundbreaking legislation. But the Netherlands must not remain alone. We encourage other countries to follow. No woman, anywhere, should be held captive within a marriage against her will. 
The Hague is the only Dutch city presenting a women's emancipation award, the Kartini Prize. Femmes for Freedom was the deserving recipient of this award in 2025. 
Thanks to their persistent advocacy, support structures now exist for victims of forced marriage, abandonment abroad, and marital captivity - forms of injustice that trap women in situations where their basic autonomy is denied. 
The Hague is committed to empower women, especially vulnerable women. We do this in collaboration with Femmes for Freedom in several ways:
· We raise awareness of marital captivity in our own communities
· We organize training for professionals to recognize signs of marital captivity and then respond appropriately
But we also work to address the root causes of marital captivity. This means creating programs that truly empower women through improved safety, economic independence, and participation. 
Internationally, The Hague places the topic on the agenda in the many international diplomatic city networks in which we are active.
And as a hostcity for international organisations, we facilitate NGO's, IGO's and other organisations active on this domain by spatially accommodating them close to each other to work in a safe and coherent area zone in our city, where meeting, interaction and innovation is stimulated by forms of public programming. We have over 500 of those organizations in our city, grateful for playing the role as hostcity, are proud of Femmes for Freedom and proud of the many organisations that have chosen our city as their home – all working towards a better, safer, and more just world. You are more than welcome to join. 
Now for the first time, marital captivity is being discussed at the world’s most prominent international women’s rights forum. This is historic. 
I want to thank our partners, The Kingdom of The Netherlands, the Vital Voices Global Partnership, and of course Femmes for Freedom, for making this possible.
Let us continue to work together—locally grounded, globally connected, and always driven by justice for everyone. Please know that you always find The Hague on your side. 
From principle to practice.
Thank you.


























[bookmark: _Int_LRPY561W]What is de boodschap van Peter? Den Haag beschermt mensenrechten wereldwijd en is en zal altijd de stad blijven waar gerechtigheid wordt gesproken
[bookmark: _Int_WqL8Z6gY]Speaking points aangeleverd door FFF:
-              Welkom namens de stad Den Haag
[bookmark: _Int_HDCWVTx6][bookmark: _Int_hss7fy3G]-              Vandaag staat legal inclusion central, from the local to the global
-              Evenement is mogelijkheid gemaakt door de internationale stad van vrede en recht
[bookmark: _Int_mvq3uE1I][bookmark: _Int_glMktbvY][bookmark: _Int_ahnqKnGd]-              Maar niet alleen is Den Haag de stad van het Vredespaleis en het Internationaal Strafhof, ook is het de stad van vrouwenrechten (Bertha von Suttner) èn vrouwenrechtenorganisaties
[bookmark: _Int_mAkotuzs]-              De enige stad in Nederland die een vrouwenrechten prijs uitreikt, de Kartiniprijs
[bookmark: _Int_BD7SW2FR][bookmark: _Int_URbxBKjV][bookmark: _Int_GenHktwd]-              Femmes for Freedom heeft deze prijs vorig jaar gekregen voor haar onafgebroken strijd voor de rechten van meisjes en vrouwen
[bookmark: _Int_L8TM3Rb7]-              Sinds haar oprichting 13 jaar geleden heeft FFF baanbrekende wetgeving bevochten. Wetten zijn aangepast en beleid is gewijzigd. Een juridische helpdesk opgestart voor slachtoffers van huwelijkse uitbuiting, meisjesbesnijdenis, polygamie, huiselijke slavernij etc
[bookmark: _Int_60OWcTfR]-              Ook is er dankzij FFF hulpverlening gekomen voor slachtoffers van huwelijksdwang, achterlating en huwelijkse gevangenschap
-              Vandaag wordt de kroon op het werk van FFF gezet. Huwelijkse gevangenschap wordt geagendeerd op het grootste internationale vrouwenrechtenpodium.
-              Nederland is het eerste en enige land dat huwelijkse gevangenschap strafbaar heeft gesteld.
-              Andere landen zouden moeten volgen!
[bookmark: _Int_8Xh7Ew2j][bookmark: _Int_prLrm0bU][bookmark: _Int_lrw9Wq2N]-              Vandaag bekeken we hoe we dit kunnen realiseren en hoe we samen een model law on marital captivity kunnen schetsen.
-              Den Haag is trots op FFF en trots dat de stad Den Haag een fijn vestigingsklimaat heeft voor tal van organisaties en instituties.

